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A collaborative authoring application provides an authoring
environment in which two or more users can edit a document
concurrently. Each user edits a copy of the document, sends
updates to a master copy of the document, and receives
updates from the master copy of the document. The authoring
environment generally inhibits the users from providing con-
flicting editing instructions to the master copy of the docu-
ment. For example, each user can generate a content lock
about one or more data units within the document. The
authoring environment may synchronize content locks auto-
matically and content only at the request of the user.
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